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Simpson Ground Badge Event 
30th March 2003 
 
Organizer’s Comments 
 
What more could an organiser ask for than fine 
weather, dry parking fields, a really good entry 
and expert planning and organising teams.  We 
got all of these, which really makes the job both 
easy and rewarding.  
 
The clocks change was a slight worry but that 
did not appear to have been a problem. We had 
only about 5% 'no shows' compared to the norm 
of about 10%. Unforeseen minor incidents 
included a puncture for the string team, missing 
car keys for the planners and a very young calf 
for the farmer, all successfully overcome.  
 
Thank you to all the competitors for leaving the 
car park area litter free. Children climbing walls 
was observed and quickly dealt with. 
 
Our thanks to Geoff Whiteman at Heights farm 
whose land we were on for the car park and 
assembly area and the open land at the south of 
the forest. Also to the farmer whose interesting 
small area at Simpson Ground was used for the 
string course. He enjoyed watching the activity.  
 
The opportunity was taken by Mike Ormerod for 
NWOA to trial some car park entrance planking. 
Ideally we should have had a wet field for that, 
but some lessons on application were learned for 
the future.   
 
Many thanks also to LOC for the loan of their 
results caravan and to Controller Tony 
Richardson with whom we enjoyed working. 
 
We have a small amount of lost property 
comprising a football, a med size blue long 
sleeved T-shirt and a pair of black gloves. The 
next event we are attending will be the JK. 
 
Peter  &  Cherith Knott      ( Tel 01772-683072 ) 
 
Planner’s Comments 
 
Many thanks to everyone who helped us play our 
part in making the event a great success. It has 
been very enjoyable planning the courses over 

the last 3 months and working with Tony 
Richardson and Peter and Cherith Knott.  
 
Also thanks to Malcolm Campbell who took the 
courses that we had planned in OCAD8 on the 
2002 Bilbo map and turned them into the printed 
maps we used on the day. We e-mailed him the 
courses then he edited the map, cut circles, and 
adjusted course lines and edited all the course 
descriptions and titles that went on the map for 
each course. He then organised the printing. In 
this way the map and course are printed 
simultaneously. The end of overprinting whether 
by John Bull or a professional printer seems 
nigh. Malcolm produced excellent prints with 
totally accurate course markings in a very short 
time and very close to the day.  
 
None of us could have predicted such wonderful 
weather for the day of the event and for the days 
beforehand when we were putting out the 
controls. Planning events of this scale may be 
hard work but on such good terrain and in such 
good weather was a real pleasure. 
 
Brian Jackson  
 
 
This was a new experience for me, having 
planned up to Colour Coded in the past.  I’d very 
much like to thank Brian and Tony for leading 
me through my first Badge Event – and also my 
wife Madge for putting up with both the event 
and me. She hasn’t had much of a husband over 
the last few months! 
 
It was really good to get such positive feedback 
on the day.  The weather helped enormously of 
course – but hasn’t the area changed for the 
better over the years.  However, I think my 
biggest relief was at 7 o’clock on Sunday 
morning.  Just after the radio time signal there 
was a “dawn chorus” of beeping from the back 
of the car.  I really had programmed the control 
boxes properly – I’d almost convinced myself on 
the drive to Simpson Ground that none of them 
would “wake up”! 
 
Bill Cook 
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Controller’s Comments 
 
The forested area of Simpson Ground continues 
to improve for orienteering as it is worked. I 
think it is now very good – a totally different 
experience to the early events when it was 
known as Chapel House and the only runnable 
part was the steep western slope, now mostly 
felled. At that time the forest surrounding the 
tarn, used by everyone at this event, was 
virtually impenetrable.  
 
Brian and Bill made good use of the area, taking 
the courses in and out of the forested and open 
areas for most competitors – twice for the longer 
courses. The separate finish for the junior 
courses was justified on the grounds of keeping 
the young and inexperienced competitors on the 
most favourable terrain available. 
 
Based on all the comments I heard from 
competitors, I’m confident that I speak on behalf 
of all in thanking SROC for an excellent event – 
and providing the extra treat of a perfect spring 
day. 
 
Tony Richardson LOC   
 
 

Badge Standards 
 
   G S B 
 JW1 16:02 19:14 25:38 
 JW2 24:43 29:39 39:32 
 JW3 26:32 31:50 42:26 
 
 JW4 53:24 1:04:05 1:25:26 
 JW5S 59:05 1:10:54 1:34:32 
 JW5L 1:15:58 1:31:10 2:01:33 
 
 W21L 1:11:37 1:25:56 1:54:34 
 W21S 47:45 57:18 1:16:24 
 W35L 1:17:09 1:32:35 2:03:26 
 
 W35S 54:18 1:05:09 1:26:52 
 W40L 1:14:10 1:29:00 1:58:40 
 W40S 46:00 55:12 1:13:36 
 
 W45L 57:03 1:08:27 1:31:16 
 W45S 33:58 40:45 54:20 
 W50L 1:08:23 1:22:03 1:49:24 
 W50S 45:00 54:00 1:12:00 

 
  
 W55L 1:06:12 1:19:26 1:45:54 
 W55S 43:34 52:17 1:09:42 
 W60L 1:03:30 1:16:12 1:41:36 
 
 W65L 1:06:18 1:19:33 1:46:04 
 W65S 42:47 51:20 1:08:26 
 W70L 1:09:04 1:22:53 1:50:30 
 
 JM1 16:02 19:14 25:38 
 JM2 24:43 29:39 39:32 
 JM3 24:20 29:12 38:56 
 JM4 49:17 59:08 1:18:50 
 
 JM5S 45:19 54:23 1:12:30 
 JM5M 58:16 1:09:56 1:33:13 
 JM5L 1:07:59 1:21:35 1:48:45 
 
 M21L 1:10:37 1:24:44 1:52:58 
 M21S 49:51 59:49 1:19:45 
 M35L 1:18:27 1:34:08 2:05:30 
 
 M35S 56:30 1:07:47 1:30:22 
 M40L 1:28:40 1:46:24 2:21:52 
 M40S 1:01:35 1:13:54 1:38:32 
 
 M45L 1:06:53 1:20:15 1:47:00 
 M45S 44:36 53:30 1:11:29 
 M50L 1:18:40 1:34:24 2:05:52 
 
 M50S 49:50 59:48 1:19:43 
 M55L 1:07:30 1:21:00 1:48:00 
 M55S 47:30 57:00 1:16:00 
 M60L 1:10:17 1:24:20 1:52:26 
 
 M60S 43:41 52:18 1:09:43 
 M65L 1:01:08 1:13:21 1:37:48 
 M65S 36:24 43:40 58:13 
 
 M70L 1:09:37 1:23:32 1:51:22 
 M70S 45:48 54:58 1:13:16 
 M75L 1:20:30 1:36:36 2:08:48 
 
 
Colour Coded  Standards 
 
 White All Competitors 
 Yellow First    7   Results 
 Orange First    8   Results 
 Lt. Green First  14   Results 
 Red  First    4   Results 



 
The String Course Report 
 
The string course had a slight hiccup at the start 
due to a puncture on the way to Simpson's 
Ground.  Fortunately the competitors did not 
arrive until we had set up.  There were three very 
willing helpers who organised everyone, but they 
will have to wait a few years before they can do 
any planning on their own.  We had forty 
separate competitor groups, from single runners, 
single runners with rabbits, to groups of 4.  Some 
of our more experienced competitors made the 
odd mistake, but most got round with no errors. 
One or two went round more than once, to 
improve their times. We had 9 competitors who 
ran a sub five minute course; these were Will, 
Alana, Matthew and Philip. Robert, Sam, Lauren 
and Eleanor, though some had some inside 
knowledge and have to be regarded as non-
competitive. 
 
The winning time was Matthew with a run of 3 
minutes and 17 seconds, closely followed by 
Philip with a run of 4 minutes 17 seconds, and 
Will and Mary with times of 4 minutes and 49 
seconds.  As the last two started 8 minutes apart 
they obviously have not shadowed each other. 
 
Everyone seemed to have enjoyed themselves, 
and with the numbers running, I think a string 
course is a must for badge events. 
 
That’s all 
 
Janet Vials  
 


